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Our Grounds
& School House
In May 1939, a 16th century mansion house
opened its doors as a boarding school.
Today Barlborough Hall is flourishing as a
co-educational Independent Day School and
Nursery for children aged three to 11.
Located in the magnificent private grounds of
Barlborough Park, the school is tucked away in the
quiet village of Barlborough, near Chesterfield in
Derbyshire. The school is a mere few minutes drive
from Junction 30 of the M1. Worksop and Rotherham
are 20 minutes by car. It is the Preparatory School to
Mount St Mary’s College in the neighbouring village
of Spinkhill, and is true to the Jesuit principles of a
Catholic education.
The setting is breath-taking and our vast grounds
include sports fields and woodland. Visitors should
expect to see ponies grazing in fields on the approach,
a pheasant disappear into the flora or a rabbit dart
through the grass. Fresh air and fields are all but on
the curriculum. We make full use of the space at our
disposal with ‘Welly Walks’, cross country runs, open
air lessons, PE and games, sports day, music recitals
and more all taking place outdoors on the estate.
The interior of our Grade I listed school house is
equally delightful. Retaining many of the original
period features, it is the perfect place to fire the
imaginations of children. It is quite a sight as the hall
comes into view when you travel down the drive,
and even more so when our school flag is flying at
full mast. The school community shares a sense of
pride and privilege at being a part of the history of
Barlborough Hall. For our pupils it is a magical, unique
place, unlike any other school they may know and an
enchanting space for them to grow and learn.

4

5

Quality
Above Quantity
Barlborough Hall School and Nursery is a
deliberately small Prep School with classes of
typically up to 20 children. We are committed
to retaining small class sizes and will cap year
groups in order to do so. Small classes mean
teachers get to know their pupils well, they
understand where a child needs challenge and
support and, critically, have the time to give it.
Really knowing a child and being in a position to give
this level of attention impacts positively on every
aspect of their growth, from achievement in the
classroom to the development of self-belief. The level
of pastoral care is exceptional and all else builds on
this foundation.
Being a small Prep School and Nursery brings other
benefits too. We are a close-knit, caring community
with a strong sense of family. Parents get to know
one another and events organised by the Parents’
Association feel more like get-togethers with friends
than a ‘school do’.
You may wonder if being small means we struggle
to field teams or win trophies. The answer is a
resounding no. The performance of our pupils is
phenomenal and they often return victorious from
sports fixtures, swimming galas and cross country
events. Whether they are competing against other
Prep schools or in HMC tournaments, at local, county,
regional or even national level, they always give an
excellent account of themselves and regularly add to
the collection of silverware on display. Their desire to
do well for the team, their coaches and the school is
palpable.
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Music is no different. The majority of children play at
least one instrument, making the most of the pool of
peripatetic teachers who visit during the week. Such
is the level of participation that we have an orchestra,
a chamber choir and a string ensemble, all of which
perform to an extraordinarily high standard for this
age group.
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Outstanding
Nursery Provision
We are a Nursery that prepares children for
school in a totally caring, thoroughly stimulating
environment. Learning is through teaching
and play, which themselves are interwoven.
The curriculum we deliver is exceptional and
incomparable to day care nurseries.
Children have twice weekly swimming lessons in our
heated indoor pool and weekly ICT, Music, PE and
French lessons taught by subject specialists. Literacy
and Mathematics are taught in small group sessions
and individually to ensure each child has the attention,
time and support they need to master the building
blocks at their own pace.
We take every chance to pull on our boots and go
for a ‘Welly Walk’ where we explore the woodland
and fields on our doorstep. As well as having fun and
learning about the world around us we enjoy some
fresh air and light exercise.
You may be familiar with the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS). This sets national standards for the
learning, development and care of children from birth
to five years old. This stage in life is critical as the mind
and body develops more from birth to age four than at
any other time.

The seven areas of learning within the EYFS are:
• communication and language
• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design.
We use the EYFS framework as the basis for our
Nursery curriculum and then we build on it. Our Head
of Early Years is a Prep School teacher. The team
of nursery practitioners is experienced and highly
qualified. The result of our approach is that children
tend to be markedly ahead of their peers when they
leave nursery and start school.

“The quality of the
provision in the EYFS
is outstanding.”
Independent Schools
Inspectorate

To support busy parents who juggle work, family and
other commitments we are open weekdays from
7.30am to 6.00pm during term time; our holiday club
provision ensures we are able to offer out of school
care (hours may vary slightly during the holiday
weeks).
Tailor your options further by making use of the
breakfast and after school club in our Crèche and by
selecting morning, afternoon or full day sessions,
subject to availability. The minimum number of
sessions per week is four. We recommend that
children build to full time attendance and certainly
do so prior to starting school to prepare them for the
transition. Talk to the team to discuss the sessions you
would like.
All three to four year olds in England are entitled to 15
hours a week early education Government Funding
or childcare for 38 weeks of the year. Parents can
redeem their 15 hours at our Nursery.
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Involved
and Informed
A strong partnership between Nursery and
home is essential to your child’s development
and enjoyment, and your experience as part of
the community.
Formal reports are sent home in June and we hold
parent consultations during the year to discuss all
aspects of your child’s development. On a more
informal level, the team is available every day at dropoff and collection time to speak to parents and you
can look through their progress pack at any time – no
need to request it as it is always on display.
The Nursery is very much a part of our Preparatory
School, Barlborough Hall and senior school, Mount St
Mary’s College. Barlborough Hall welcomed its first
pupils in 1939, originally as a boarding school for boys.
Today it is a co-educational Preparatory day school to
Mount St Mary’s College, in the neighbouring village of
Spinkhill.
The benefits of this wider school community are many
and varied. First and foremost it means the Nursery
children have access to specialist teaching each week
as part of the timetable. Children have ICT, Music, PE
and French lessons with specialist teachers.

A smart and practical Nursery uniform of schoolbranded jogging bottoms, top and polo shirt ensures
the youngest children look and feel part of the wider
Barlborough Hall and Mount St Mary’s family. Plus, it
makes the busy morning routine a little simpler for
parents.
Throughout the year there are family events to mark
special occasions, such as an Easter Bonnet Parade,
Firework Display and Country Fair. Barlborough Hall
Parents’ Association coordinate much of these and is
a welcoming, very friendly group of Nursery and Prep
School parents who make a massive contribution to
the community spirit of the school.

“From the EYFS and
throughout the school,
pupils’ achievements and
their learning, attitudes and
skills are excellent.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate

Furthermore, the Nursery children come into contact
with the older pupils at points during the day. This
interaction helps build their confidence and the older
children are excellent role models. Nursery often
team up with the Reception class for day trips and to
perform the Nativity Story in our theatre at Christmas.
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Working Together
for Your Child

Each class at Barlborough Hall School has its
own teacher who delivers the majority of the
curriculum, including Mathematics, English,
Humanities and Science. The class teacher
knows the children extremely well and is
the primary link between school and home.
The class teacher will share with you the
expectations and goals for your child for the
year ahead. There is regular communication
from the class teacher about your child’s
progress, building on their strengths and
developing areas for improvement.
At the beginning of the academic year you will be
invited to a Parent Information Evening to meet your
child’s class teacher and hear their plans for the
coming year. Detailed reports are issued twice a year
and Parent Evenings are held once per term. Teachers
are available throughout the year for a formal
appointment or an informal catch-up can be had at the
beginning or end of the school day.
Our belief is that by working together your child will
develop their academic skills to the highest possible
level as well as cultivate good personal relationships,
cultural and sporting interests.

“You want the best
year possible for your
child – and so do I.”
Teacher, Barlborough Hall School
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Specialist
Teaching & Facilities
At Barlborough Hall we are in the enviable
position of having a number of subject specialist
teachers, typically at primary school the class
teacher delivers the whole curriculum. The
expertise we have in-house means pupils have
PE, Swimming and Games lessons with expert
coaches, French with a linguist and singing and
composition with a Music teacher.
We have a fantastic Art Room with wonderful views
across the fields that inspire creativity. Science lessons
take place in a Laboratory where pupils conduct
experiments in a controlled environment and there is
also an ICT Suite, Theatre and Dance Studio. A beautiful
Chapel is where we celebrate Mass and is also used
for quiet reflection.

“The standard of teaching is
excellent. Teachers have very
good subject knowledge which
they combine with enthusiasm
and communicate to pupils.”

The children have swimming lessons in our heated
Swimming Pool and there is a Cricket wicket, Rugby
and Football pitches, Netball, Tennis, Rounders,
Hockey fields and a full Cross Country track within our
grounds. Barlborough Hall students also regularly use
the superb sports facilities, including a UK Athletics
certified track, at our senior school Mount St Mary’s
College, five minutes away. We use the all-weather
athletics track for training and events, and the larger
Swimming Pool for galas and coaching throughout the
year.

Independent Schools Inspectorate
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Broadening
their Horizons
Children at our Nursery and Prep School have a
fantastic start in life and in many ways they are
sheltered as they grow.
Value is placed on good manners and being kind and
thoughtful to others. From an early age it becomes
equally important to instil in the pupils a sense of
appreciation of their blessings and talents and an
understanding of the disadvantages others face. In our
experience children have an innate desire to do good
and we encourage action to engender social justice.
Through our Jesuit Pupil Profile we seek to develop
these qualities in our pupils, using key words which
unfold Ignatius’ own stated aim of “improvement in
living and learning for the greater glory of God and the
common good”. This approach produces well-balanced
young men and women who share their abilities
and gifts generously and joyfully with their family,
community and the wider world.

How to apply
Families are warmly invited to come and visit us at
Barlborough Hall School and Nursery.
Information about our regular Open Morning events can be found
on the school website along with information on how to register
to attend. However we strongly encourage families to come and
visit us on a normal school day for a private tour and a meeting
with the Headteacher before they formally apply for a place.
Please call the school to book an appointment on 01246 810 511
or email admissions@barlboroughhallschool.com
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www.barlboroughhallschool.com
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